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28th March, 1791. 
ALTHOUGH it is the duty of The Court 
of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, to 
co-operate with His Majeſty's Miniſters, in 
whatever may be conducive to the Publick 
Welfare; Yet, as Guardians of the Rights 
and Privileges of the Eaſt India Company, 
to whom the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors 
thought proper to entruſt the management 
of this important Concern, It behoves Them 
well to weigh the Conſequences that may 
enſue, from any change in the eſtabliſhed 
Syſtem for carrying on the Commerce, 
of this Country, in the Eaſt Indies. 


Speculative Men, as well in Commerce 
as in Government, can conceive a degree 
of ſuperlative perfection beyond what ac- 
tually exiſts; But it is always hazardous, 
and generally unwiſe, in expectation of 
hypothetical Improvement, to make great Inno- 
vations, either in a Syſtem of Government, or 
of Commerce, long eſtabliſhed, and of which 
the benefits are known: for anal Improve- 
- A ment 


20 e o * (. * , , ) 
* . 


ment is moſt readily made, by ſmall Changes 


in an eſtabliſhed Syſtem, where thoſe 


Changes do not operate on the General 
Syſtem; and where, if Experience does not 
countenance the expected Improvement, 
Things may be reſtored to what they were 


before: Whereas, in great Convulſions! None 


can tell to what extent the Miſchicf may go. 


The Legiſlature of this Kingdom, on a 
valuable conſideration paid by The Eaſt 
India Company to The Publick, have eſtab- 
liſhed them as a © Coy porate Body for ever, 
* free to trade with a Joint Stock to all Parts, 
« from the Cape of Good Hope to the Strait 
* of Magellan,” and have alſo, for a certain 


period, excluded all other Britiſh Subjects 


from any Share in that Trade. 


Although the term of exclilſi Ve | Trade 5 


now ſhort, ſtill the perpetual right of free 
Trade remains in The Eaſt India Company, 
as ſecurely as the Publick Faith can eſtabliſh 
it; The Eaſt India Colony having not 
| only 


„ 
only paid a valuable conſideration, but con- 
ſented to give up their Claim to the perpetual 
excluffve Trade, on the expreſs” condition, 
that the perpetual free Trade ſhould be aſſured 
to Them; in caſe the Legiſlature thought 
fit to put a termination to the excluſive 
Trade: And this Compact ſecures ſolely to 
The Eaſt India Company, as ſtrongly as 
the Publick Faith can ſecure it, the excluſive 
Trade; if the Wifdom of Parliament thinks 
fit that the Trade of the Eaſt Indies ſhall 
be excluffve : Becaufe, The Eaſt India Com- 
pany being, at all events, ſecured in a free 
Trade; None but They can have an excluffve 
Trade: and conſequently The prefent Eaſt 
India Company cannot be ſupplanted by any 
New Set of Adventurers. | 


It appears expedient to ſtate, in the firſt 
place, the reaſons why the Trade to the 
Eaſt Indies ſhould not be a free Trade; be- 
cauſe if the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors be 
made obvious, It is conceived there will 
be much leſs inclination to Innovation, than 
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„ 
if the Wiſdom of the Meaſure, they adopted, 
be called in queſtion. 


Men, who are led away by Wards, to 


which they annex unpreciſe, or improper, 


meanings, have diſgraced The excluſive 
Trade of The Eaſt India Company by the 


odious Epithet of Monopoly; not diſcrimi- 
_ nating between Monopoly, and a Foint-Stock 


ercluſive Trade, granted to a Corporate 


Body for the general advantage, from a pre- 
ſumption that, under ſuch reſtrictions, the 


Commerce will be carried on moſt to the 
advantage of the Community, with a proper 
compenſation, by way of Publick Dividend, 
to the Parties concerned in the Foint-Stock : 
Whereas Monopoly implies as extravagant an 
Emolument to the Individuals concerned, 
as their own diſpoſition ſhall incline, or the 
Neceſſity of the Publick will a them 
to exact. 


The Dividend of 8 Cent paid to India 
Stock Holders, is much leſs than the Profit 


en Individual Merchant would trade upon 
e e 
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at his own riſk: indeed it appears leſs 
than the Inſurance paid on an Eaſt India 
Voyage: and the charge of want of QEco- 


nomy, imputed to Publick Companys, is 
to the Publick Advantage, ſo far as the 
Publick are concerned, becauſe the more 
generally Property is diffuſed,” the more it 
conduces to the Welfare of the Community: 
And here I muſt take occaſion to obſerve 
that if the Publick ſuſtain a permanent 

Dividend of 8 # Cent to the Proprietors 
of India Stock, I think it would be fit that 
the Surplus ſhould go into the Fund for 
paying the National Debt. Allowing the 
Proprietors of India Stock a ſmall Intereſt, 
Suppoſe 2 V Cent on that Surplus. 


The Eaſt India Company is a great 
Machine! in whoſe exiſtence is very much 
involved, the Proſperity of this Kingdom and 
_ preſervation of its Conſtitution: It has always 
been my opinion that the Eaſt India Company 
ſhould neither be the Engine of Oppoſition; 
nor the Tool of the King's Miniſters; who, 

hate ver 
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whatever Influence they ought to have in 
Political Concerns, cannot have too little 
Share- in the Patronage; becauſe The Eaſt 
India Company alone, through its Patronage, 
maintains that due portion of Democracy 
in the State, by proviſion for Younger Sons 
of the better ſort, and by the general employ- 
ment of Perſons in the midling ranks of 


Life; without which, there would, in this 


Country, be either an univerſal Subſerviency 
to the Crown; or, as I think would have 
been the Effect of Mr. Fox's India Bill, 
the Hand of Ariftocracy ſtrengthened againft 
The People and the Crown; unleſs the 


active Spirit of an injured People ſhould 


level all, with a clamorous demand of Demo- 
cratic Equality, as in France, either of 
which deſperate Alternatives no true Loyer 
of his Country can wiſh to behold. . 
Men who know a little more than thoſe 
around them, are very apt to ſuppoſe that 
They know much: And although the almoſt 
univerſal concurrence of thoſe who. have 
reſided | in India, and who are diveſted of 
1 intereſted 
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intereſted motives, agree, that It would be 


„ ruinous to lay open the Trade to India,” 
Such opinions have not much weight on the 


minds of Speculative Men, Who, not having 
the impreſſions which Experience has 
eſtabliſhed, CONCCIVE theſe Opinions to be 


only the prejudice, ever to be found, again 
Innovation: a prejudice, they think more 
frequently procceding from narrowneſs of 


mind, or indolence, than from the rational 


deduction of Experience. 


The operations of a Corporate Body are, 
perhaps, ſometimes leſs precipitate than thoſe 
of an Individual Adventurer, but then their 


Operations exemplify the Fable of the 


Tortoiſe and the Hare; where the Former 
reaches the Point, by a ſure though flow 
Journey; and the repeated Efforts of a 
Corporate Body will ſucceed, where the 
Individual Adventurer would become Bank- 
rupt, from the accidental failure of a firſt 
attempt; And if the firſt attempt of an 
Individual does ſucceed, it incites ſo many 


Competitors m the A Nendene, that the 
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(8 ) 
Market is over-ſtocked; and a Stagnatiori 
enſues: whereas a Corporate Body feeds 
the Market according to the demand; and if, 
by any unforeſeen event, the demand ceaſes 
for a time, their Capital enables them to 
wait the returning appetite of the Market ; 


or proceed to another where there is a 
demand: It is true Corporate Bodys, like 


all great and powerful Bodies, require a 
Stimulation; but that Stimulation may al- 


ways be ſupplied by the mere Suggeſtion of 


Miniſters. 

The National Advantage is moſt effec- 
tually attained, by a regular Export of 
Produce and Manufacture, and the greateſt 
Injury enfues from a Fluctuation: The 
regularity of Export, to the Eaſt Indies, can 
only be ſecured by a Joint-Stock excluſive 
Trade: and although particular branches 
may poſſibly be neglected, yet the general 
Intereſt will be preſerved; nor can the Eaſt 


India Company be juſtly accuſed of inactivity, 


when it is conſidered that the Export of 
| Woolens, 


1 
Woollens, Lead, Copper, and Tin, from 
Great Britain to China only, amounted laſt 
year to more than £590,000 Sterling; and 
that the Annual Increaſe in thoſe Articles 
is no leſs than £328,795 ſince 1786, having 
been in that year £261,980, and laſt year 
£590,775, on the Company's Account; 
excluſive of a very conſiderable value ex- 
ported by the Captains and Officers of their 
Ships; And it offers a fair Proſpect of Great 
Increaſe, if Speculative Men are not per- 
mitted to interfere with their defperate 
Experiments; for although it may be ad- 
mitted that the Trade is equally, if not 
more, beneficial to China and the Chineſe 
Merchant; Yet whoever knows the Chineſe 
Nation, would not be ſurprized, if an 
apprehenſion raiſed by an indiſcreet viſit to 
Formoſa, to Corea, or to ſome other 
Country in the Vicinity of China, ſhould 
induce a Chineſe Miniſter to prohibit all 
European Trade with China; When this 
Country would have reaſon to execrate the 
Men, by whoſe advice a certain great advan- 
| B tage 


6 
tage was loſt, in purſuit of an imaginary 


acquiſition of New Commerce. 


This however does not apply to any Eſta- 
bliſhment we may have to the Southward of 
China, to which Chineſe Junks from all parts 
of that Empire can freely come; becauſe, 
independant of the Chineſe Ignorance of 
Foreign Geography, which makes them con- 
ſider every thing beyond China as a narrow 
Border, to which they annex no Political con- 
ſequence, if the Junks have found their way 
to ſuch an Eſtabliſhment,' no regulation of 
the Chineſe Government could then impede 
the unlimited Trade with the Chineſe. 


There are ſome indigenous Circumſtances 
that enforce the neceſſity of an exclufive 


Trade to the Eaſt Indies. 


In Europe, where the Eſtabliſhment of 

a regular Poft makes the common Inter- 
courſe fpeedy and certain, The State of 
every Market is known to the inquiſitive 
Merchant; and the variability of Wind, in 
the 


„„ 
the European Scas, enables him to profit 
by this knowledge of Markets; So as to 
ſupply the want exiſting at any place, by 
the Superfluity at another: and the regular 
6 eſtabliſhed Government makes nothing more 
neceſſary, for the ſafe conduct of Trade, 
than the eſtabliſnment of Conſuls at the 
principal Ports, to aceommodate perſonal 
diſputes amongſt the Crews, or to ſee that 
no Infringement of Privileges is made by 
the Government where he reſides: It is 
alſo to be conſidered that our European 
Trade now, is chiefly a Trade by Commiſſion 
and Agency; And that there is ſcarcely ſuch 
a Perſon in London as a Merchant, who 
exports Goods, to other parts of Europe, only 


on his own account and riſk. 


The Nature of the Indian Commerce is 
totally different; the remote diſtance , and 
the periodical Winds, called Monſoons, 
preclude the poſſibility of that inſtant Supply, 
according to the Wants of each Country; 
And it is only by regulated Influx, and a 
large Stock on hand, with many Servants to 
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take care of it, and preſerve it from deſtruc- 
tion by White Ants, &c. that thoſe Markets 
can be kept, nearly on that equalily which 
diſtinguiſhes Trade from Gambling. 


It is impoſſible to ſupport ſo many Conſuls 
as there are ſeparate States; a general Com- 
miſſion Trade is impracticable, at the ſame 
time The Governments in the Iflands, as 
well as in the Weſtern and Eaſtern parts 


of the Continent, are not ſuch as afford a 


Security to the Merchant; for example, in 


Cochin-China The King had the Privilege 


of taking the Cargo at his own price : and 
any Veſſel driven in by diſtreſs, by the 


_ Cuſtom of the Country, is liable to con- 


fiſcation. 


The Veſſels that do carry on a Trade 
to the Eaſtern Iſlands, may be ſaid to carry 
it on, Sword in hand * and the frequent 
inſtances of Veſſels being cut off, has made 
that Trade very precarious: As Arms and 


Ammunition would find a ready vent, the 


danger would be greatly encreaſed by an open 


Trade, 


1 

Trade; for the Indian Pirates are very 
numerous, and only want Arms and Ammu- 
nition at command, to become formidable L 
without taking into conſideration, the pro- 
bability, that the unſucceſsful European 
Adventurer would be his own Avenger, 
puniſhing the Inocent, that is in his power, 
m place of the Guilty, who is beyond his 
reach, to the ruin of the Fair-Trader: 
And the Eaſtern Seas would, very ſpeedily, 
be filled with European Pirates, as formerly, 
though being then eftabliſhed in the F;ftern 
parts ONLY, the Men-of-War, ſent to India 
for that purpoſe, were competent to remove 
them, but not all the Navy of England 
could ſcour the Faſtern Iflands. 


Having ſtated ſome of the Grounds on 
which I preſume it may confidently be ſaid 
„ That it was Wiſdom in our Anceſtors 
to grant an excluffve Trade to the Ea 
«* India Company I ſhall now proceed 
to a diſcuſſion of the Alterations that are 
in contemplation: And, for the clear expo- 
ſition of the Matter in queſtion, I think it 

| 1 proper 


TW? 
proper to ſtate what I conceive to be the 
Objects in view; what are the means pro- 
poſed to effect thoſe Objects; and the reaſons 
which induce me to think, the means pro- 
poſed would not anſwer the purpoſes | 


intended. 


It is in contemplation, by way, it is 
alledecd, of profiting by the Spaniſh Con- 
vention, to open the Trade, to the South- 
Seas, and the NW Coaſt of America, to all 
Britiſh Ships that may chuſe to proceed 
thither, without any other reſtriction, than 
giving Bond to conform to Law and Treaty; 


that all ſuch Ships ſhall be allowed to 


proceed to Canton, in China, to diſpoſe 
of their Cargoes, the produce of ſuch Trade 
and Fiſhery; and that the Eaſt India Com- 


pany ſhall receive all Money, or Bullion, 


the produce of ſuch Cargoes, that may be 
offered to them at Canton, for Bills on 


* England; and ſhall lade Teas, at a low 


freight, on the firſt Ships that ſhall arrive 
each year, between the 15th September and 
1ſt of January, and offer to receive Cargoes 

ta 


Z 
to the extent of 1 500 Tons; that the Ships 
fo proceeding to Canton from the South- 
Seas, or NW Coaſt of America, ſhall not 


be permitted to carry to China, any Goods 


the Produce or Manufacture of Europe, 
nor to bring to Europe, except on account 
of the Eaſt India Company, any Goods the 
Growth, Produce, or Manufacture of Aſia, 
on penalty of confiſcation of Ship and Cargo 
in the latter caſe; All ſuch Ships import- 


ing at Canton* being required not to depart 


without a Certificate, from the Eaſt India 
Company's Supra-Cargoes, that they had not 


on board any Goods the produce or Manu- 
facture of Aſia, except on account of the Eaſt 


India Company, which Certificate is to be 


_ endorſed, by a proper Officer, at any other 


Settlement 


* 


N 
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* In the firſt Paper of Propoſitions from the Committee 
of Privy Council for Trade, The Ships going into the 
Longitude of Canton were required to import there: the 


Requiſition is left out in the ad Paper, and their going 


to Canton is left optional : There is an Ambiguity intro- 


duced whether the Limit of Longitude Eaſt of Canton be 


applicable only to the Iflands, or if it extends to the 
Continent alſo; conſequently doubtful whether Cochin 
China, &c. be open to them or not. 


„ -W 01 
Settlement of the Eaſt India Company, where 
they may happen to touch, which endorſe- 
ment is to ſpecify the time of their Arrival 
and Departure, and that, at their departure, 
they had no Goods on board the produce 
or Manufacture of Aſia, except on account 
of the Eaſt India Company. 


But, as if ſmitten with the Furor of Ex- 
tenſion, not content with this; it is required 
that the Eaſt India Company ſhall permit 
theſe Adventurers, to trade to any part of 
the Eaſtern Coaſt of Aſia, not ſubject to 
China, or to any of the Iſlands to the Eaſt- 
ward of the Meridian of Canton, and that 
the Eaſtern Seas ſhall be opened for the 
Fiſhery, as far as the 10th Degree of North 
Latitude, and | Longitude of 60*E. from 
London; and, without any limitation of 
Longitude, to the Southward of 109S. 
Latitude. : | | 


The Convention with Spain can have no 
relation to the greater part of the Limits 


aboye deſcribed; and therefore it can only 
be 


„ 5 
be conſidered as a premature attack upon 


the excluſive Rights and Privileges of the 
Eaſt India Company. 


It appears the Objects in ſpeculation are 
of three kinds, Fiſhery, and Trade; and 
Fiſbery blended with Trade: 


Every One converſant with the Subject 
muſt admit, that the Idea of blending Trade 
with Fiſbery would be ruinous to the Hiſbery: 


Veſſels fitted out on Fj/bery require a ſmall 
Capital; and the Captain and Crews, in- 
ſtead of receiving Wages, are paid by Shares 
of the General Produce; It muſt therefore 
be obvious, that It is not for the Intereſt of 
the Owners, that the Captains and Crews 
thould have any object unconneRed with 
the general Produce, but that their whole 
attention ſhould be directed to a ſucceſsful 
Fiſhery. 


If Merchandize is put on board theſe Ships, 
the value of the Outfit is greatly enhanced ; 
© - and 


680 
and inſtead of being all Gain, as the Fiſbery 


now truely is to Induſtry, It is converted 


into an Adventure of riſt and Speculation. 


There 1s ſtrong ground to ſuſpet there- 
fore that thoſe Merchants, who are ſolici- 3 
tous to join Objects together, ſo heteroge- 
neous as Trade and Fiſhery, mean the Fiſhery 
only as a Cloak to an 7/licit, or at leaſt to 
a deſperate Trade; there 1s in this Country 


fuch a diſpoſition to give Credit, that any 
Adventurers will find Goods, in London, on 
dmruſt: if they ſucceed it is well---if They do 
ly! not---They are only Bankrupts : but it can 


it never be for the true Intereſt of the Country, = 


to force Exports without return ; and Exports =_ 


thrown into India, in ſuch a manner, without 


Ti ew 


limitation, or knowledge, muſt very much 


injure the regular Trade of the Eaſt India 
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Company: and as They are bound by Act 

of Parliament to export Commodities, of the 4 

Produce and Manufacture of Great Britain, to 
a very large Amount annually, although they 
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have always greatly excecded that Amount, 
They 


69 
They muſt naturally be very jealous of un- 
governed and unlimited Intruſion, which may 
not only diſtreſs the Eaſt India Company, 
but throw the Trade into the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion and Incertainty, to the great Injury 
of the Publick. 


I do conceive, at the ſame time, that the 
Eaſt India Company are more competent to 
extend the Commerce to effet, than any 
Chance Adventurers, and the Company will 
generally be found ready to attend to any 
ſuggeſtion, that has the leaſt appearance of 
probable Succeſs; The Eaſt India Company 
have at preſent TwoVeſlels employed, on Diſ- 
covery and Survey, amongſt the Eaſtern 
Hlands ; and it would be very unjuſt to de- 
prive them of any Advantages which that 
Voyage might lay open to their Purſuit, 


It is, in the preſent conjuncture of Affairs, 
very inexpedient to diſturb the harmony now 
ſubſiſting between Great Britain and Holland: 
but no meaſure could ſo effeRually diſturb 

4 x that 
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that harmony, as an indiſcriminate admiſſion 


of Adventurers into the Eaſtern Iſlands : at 
the ſame time the meaſure m contemplation 
of opening new Markets for the ſale of our 
Manufactures, eſpecially of our printed Cottous, 
would more effectually be executed by an 
Eſtabliſhment of our own to which the 
various Prows could 1mport; as each Man 
would from thence carry home the Sample 
of whatever pleaſed his fancy; whereas Veſ- 


ſels, going to particular Parts, would not diſ- 


tribute the various Specimens, ſo expeditiouſly 


or ſo generally: They who know the nature 


of the Eaſtern Trade, know the capricious | 
fancy that muſt -be attended to, for almoſt 


every place has a diſtin& Taſte of Patterns, 
which if not conformed to in the Goods, 
Theſe will be in no eſtimation and remain 
unſalcable, 


If the Company's Eſtabliſhment, at Prince 
of | Wales's Iſland, ſhould be found incompe- 
tent to the Purpoſe of an Oriental Empo- 
rium, The Publick cannot doubt of the rea- 

| dineſs 
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Ea 
dineſs of the Eaſt India Company to adopt 2 


better ſituation : and it is alſo to be con- 


ſidered, that the Eaſt India Company muſt 


have a ſuperior advantage in carrying on this 
Trade, as the Commodities to be received in 
Exchange, muſt generally go to the China 
Market: and it is on this conſideration, that 
The Eaſt India Company can carry on the 
Trade, without . Rivals to the 
Dutch. 


The Court of Directors of the Eaſt India 
Company acquieſced that the Navigation, 
to the Southward of Canton, ſhould be open 
beyond the Longitude of 140 E. which 


Limit would confine Borneo, the Philipinas, 


and in general all the Oriental Polyneſia, 


frequented by the Dutch and by the Chineſe ; 


This Limit was eſpecially objected to, as 


excluding the Philipinas: It cannot be ſup- 
poſed His Majeſty's Miniſters have any 
intention to promote an illicit Commerce 


to thoſe Iſlands, nor can it be ſuppoſed, 


oF are ignorant that the Philipinas are 


_ abſolutely 


( 22 ) 
abſolutely under the Spaniſh Government, 
the Inhabitants paying a Capitation Tax: 
but it appears they had placed confidence 
in a report, that a Commerce is carried on 
from theſe Iſlands to Japan by the Natives, 
vr by the Chineſe: It is now many Years 


ſince I was amongſt thoſe Iſlands, but I am 4 
| very confident there was no ſuch Commerce 4 
earried on at that time : Nor do I find any 
Perſon ever heard of ſuch a Commerce, 

| but through Mr. Meares, who I am per- 
| ſuaded is miſtaken in the matter: After 
1 the reſtoration of Manila to Spain by the 3 
| Engliſh in 1764, The Spaniards thinking 1 


the Chineſe, who had ſettled there, were 

aſſiſtant to the Engliſh in the Conqueſt, 

paſſed an Edict, as I was aſſured, forbidding 
| any Chineſe to remain behind, but requiring 
q them all to return to China with their Junks; 
This I believe ſtill continues to be the caſe; 
and if fo; It is obvious there can be no 
Commerce of the Chineſe from the Phili- 
pinas to Japan: Mr. William Fitzhugh, 
One of the Eaſt India Company's Supra- 
Y: Cargoes 


1 
Cargoes is expected ſhortly in England from 
Canton, and, as that intelligent Gentleman 
has been recently at Manila, He will be 
enabled to give certain information on that 
Head: but it is confidently reported that 
the Japaneſe have tranſlated ſome of our 
modern Books from the Latin, particularly 
that a Japaneſe Tranſlation of Pott's Surgery 
has been publiſhed by them; If this Report 
be well founded? the Intercourſe with 
Japan may, probably, be opened by a direct 
communication, more effectually, than by a 
circuitous way through the Philipinas, if there 


really be any ſuch Intercourſe from thence. 


Although the connexion with Portugal, 
which formerly occaſioned us to be ex- 
cluded, does not now ſubſiſt; and there- 
fore that reaſon for our excluſion be done 
away, yet ſurely it cannot be conceived 
probable, that an illiterate Adventurer, in 
a chance-Ship, ſhould be the moſt proper 
Perſon to renew our Intercourſe, with a 


People ſo ſcientific and well informed. 


Alth ough 


„ 
Although The Eaſt India Company aſſent- 
ed, that Ships, going into the South Seas 


on Trade or Fiſhery, might proceed to Canton, 


to ſell the produce of ſuch Trade or Fiſhery; 
or to any part of the Eaſt Coaſt of the 
Continent of Aſia, not ſubject to the Chineſe 
Government; yet they thought it was highly 


proper, to except, exprefily by name, Corea, 


called by the Chineſe Kaoli, Formoſa, and 


the Iſlands between Formoſa and Japan; 
becauſe, although theſe might be compre- 
hended under the general prohibition of 
Chineſe Ports, yet as Doubt has ariſen how 
far they are under, although admitted to be 
tributary to, the Chineſe Government? It is 
highly proper, that ſo important a part of 
the National, as well as of The Eaſt India 
Company's Commerce, as That to China, 
ſhould not be put to riſk, by giving cauſe of 
offence, or apprehenſion, to the Chineſe 


Government: who have ever been ſo jealous 


of Corea, that they would never permit one 


of the Jeſuit Miſſionaries to enter that 
Country, even at the time when they were 
in 


1 5 
in the higheſt favor at Pekin, and employed 
by the Emperor of China, in making the 


Surrey of His own Empire. 


A War in Formoſa having, not many 
years ſince, been terminated by the impriſon- | 
ment of the Leader of the Revolt, it cannot 
be doubted that any Intercourſe of the Eng- 


liſh, with that Iſland, would be highly alarm; 
ing to the Chineſe Government. 


Of all Trades none requires ſo much to 
be under regulation as the Fur- Trade; One 
of two things muſt take place; either the 
Number of Furs may be obtained to any 
Extent? Or the Number to be obtained 
muſt be limited? In the former caſe, the 
Value at the Foreign Market muſt be greatly | 
depreciated by an unbounded and unregu- 
_ lated Influx: in the other a competition muſt 
raiſe the price, beyond meaſure, at the Place 
of Purchaſe, and the Adventurers being 
without mutual communication, the Number 
of Purchaſers on ſo remote a Coaſt, would 
be alternately too great to obtain Cargoes ; 

D and 
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and too ſmall to take off the Furs colleRed ; 
which would throw the Trade infallibly into 
the hands of the Spaniards at theirSettlements; 
or of the Americans, who have already en- 
gaged in that branch of Trade, and unleſs 
we profit by the advantage of a ſhorter cut, 
from our Poſſeſſions in Hudſon's Bay, and 
by the Eaſt India Company's Ships from 
China, which would enable us to underſell 
all others, and conſequently give us the 
command of the Fur Trade, The Americans 
will certainly beat us out, as they can fail 
much cheaper than we can; and as it is a 
Branch of Trade that does not require a 
great Capital : I conceive the Plan of Co- 
operation of the Eaſt India and Hudſon's 
Bay Companys, might be made a merit 
of, with the Spaniards, as effectually pre- 
venting Diſputes. 


Iwill readily admit, that the Free Trade 
of the South Seas would be of the utmoſt 
value to this Commercial and Manufacturing 
Country; but without conſidering how far 

a 


6 
a very precipitate increaſe to great extent 
would be for the general and permanent 
welfare; and without enquiring how far a 
Smuggling Trade ſhould be encouraged; I am 
confident a free Ingreſs into the South Seas, 
of every Veſſel giving bond to conform to 
9 the terms of the Convention with Spain, 
3 would not be the means to obtain that Com- 


meerce, but would be the ruin of more 


Adventurers than it would enrich, 


A Knowledge, of the Taſte and Faſhions 
of the Spaniſh Coloniſts, is neceſſary to adapt 
our Manufactures to their Markets; this 
Knowledge it is, not only unlikely, but 
almoſt impoſſible, for the croud of Adven- 


turers to poſleſs. 


A very confi derable Trade is now carried 
on, from this Country, through Spain, to 
the Spaniſh Colonies; This Trade would be 
ſtopped: by the Convention no Veſſels are 
allowed to. go within 10 Leagues of the 
Spaniſh Territories; and therefore every 

„ Veſſel 
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expoſed. 
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Veſſel offering to go nearer would be liable 
to confiſcation ; And by the Publick Sale of 


ſuch Cargoes, European Commodities would 


be ſo depreciated in Value, that the Adven- 


turer who was not ſeized, would be unable 


to obtain a profitable Market; even indepen- 
dant of the riſk of Seizure to which he is 


More has been ſaid, concerning a Trade 
to Spaniſh America, than may be deemed 
conſiſtent with that Article of the Spaniſh 
Convention, by which our Government en- 
gages to take every poſſible means to prevent 


an illicit Trade; as it would be mockery to 


reduce thoſe means to a Cuſtom-Houſe Bond 


of Penalty : But although it 1s, by the terms 
of the Convention, incumbent on us to pre- 
vent our Ships from carrying on a Smuggling 
Trade; Yet we are not to be conſidered as 
engaged to prevent the Spaniards from 
Smuggling: as we are not bound to become 
Revenue-Officers to the King of Spain. 


The only ſenfible way to obtain a direct 
ſhare 
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ſhare in the Commerce with the Spaniſh 
Colonies in the South Seas, is by eſtabliſhing 
a Free Port, in ſome of the Iſlands to the 
Weſtward, in a low Latitude, ſuch as the 
Galapagos, or Cocos; to which Spaniſh 
Veſlels of any burthen, ſmall and great, 
might come to purchaſe our Commodities : 


The Ouus of Prevention is then thrown on 


the Spaniſh Government; and when the 


Extent of Coaſt is conſidered, It muſt be 
obvious, that it cannot effectually be pre- 


vented; at the ſame time every Attempt of 


their Government to prevent, will encreaſe 
diſcontent if it exiſts, or raiſe a general Diſ- 
content if it does not already exiſt. To in- 
troduce ſuch an Intercourſe may require the 
Intervention of thoſe now concerned in the 
Trade, carried on through Spain, and perhaps 
this Channel may be adopted to paſs Bullion 
to Europe, without paying the King of 


Spain's Duties, 
We ſhall alſo be enabled to learn the 


true State of thoſe parts, and know exactly 
| N what 
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what js, as well as what is not, under the 


Spaniſh Dominion. 


I come now to conſider the means pro- 
poſed : Mankind are too often led by the 1 
whiſtling of a name, and are afraid to avow 
their opinions, when they cannot concur with 9 


Perſons of celebrity, leſt it ſnould bring upon 


themſelves an imputation of want of pene- 
tration. But not to be deterred by ſuch AF 


| apprehenſion, I ſhall freely examine the pro- 2 
| 1 
6 ceedings of the Committee of Privy Council 3 
| for Trade : at the ſame time I cannot but 3 


think, The Select Committee of the Court 
of Directors, with the beſt intentions, have A 
aſſented to much more, than they ought to 
have aſſented to, and have acquieſced in ſome 
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points, where they ought to have combated 1 
| the Propoſitions, by bringing forward Propo- 
| ſitions themſelves, on the part of the Eaſt 1 


India Company. | 3 
ix  Foreſeeing Conſequences is the Superlative 
Faculty of Human Inteligence! haſty and | 
precipitate EIN * in complicated Af- 
| fairs, 
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fairs, is therefore uſually attended with fatal 
and unforeſeen Effects. Myſtery is ever the 
Veil of Folly and Iniquity ; ſo that preci- 
pitate determination embibes a tenfold malig- 
nity from Myſtery: The Idea of a Secret 
too often deters men from communing with 
their own underſtanding, and leads to im- 
proper concluſions: I do not mean to 
impute finiſter motives to any Man, but I 
muſt think there is an obvious predeliction 
to favourite opinions, however crude, or 
however inconſiderately taken up. 

I will ſuppoſe, that competency to tranſport 
the Teas, ſafely, to England is implied, though 
not expreſſed, in the Eaſt India | Company's 
engagements to load 1 500 Tons, on the 
firſt Ships that arrive in the Port of Canton, 
at lo per Ton. I confeſs, I much doubt, 
whether Teas will not imbibe noxious vapours 
in the Holds of Ships, that have loaded with 
Whale Oil and Blubber : but without taking 
that objection into conſideration; It is in- 
cumbent to point out ſome circumſtances 


concerning the general Stipulation. 
| | Men 


„ 

Men who do not go deep into the conſi- 
deration of things, ſuppoſe that bringing 
15:00 Tons of Teas home at £10 per Ton, 
inſtead of paying £20 per Ton on Indiamen, 
is a certain gain of £ 15,000 : The temptation 


of a low freight has been repeatedly held 
out to the Eaſt India Company ; who have, 


in my opinion, very injudiciouſly caught at 
the bait: for the true Intereſt of The Com- 
pany requires, that their Trade ſhould be car- 
ried on, in the beſt poſſible Ships, with the 
beſt poſſible Officers, to leſſen the riſk as 
much as poſſible ; They being their own 


Inſurers; ſo that cheapneſs, which is the 
firſt Object of Individual-Traders, who do 


not inſure themſelves, is but a ſecondary 
Object with The Company, whoſe firſt 
object ought to be the excellence of their 
Ships: The Ships, in their ordinary and 
conſtant Service, ſhould remain as ſhort a 
time as poſſible unemployed; From their ſupe- 
riour excellence, The India-Ships are very 
coſtly; The Freight muſt be calculated by 
the Earnings, during the whole time they 


are 


oj 
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- are in the Service, as well as by the riſks 
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they run, and- expences they are at; And 
if they remain at home un-employed, the 
Freight, when they are employed, muſt include 
a tecompence for their /o/i-time : beſides, 
Men, who are at a certainty, will always 
require leſs emolument, than where there 
is an Uncertainty; as they will calculate 
that Uncertainty at the utmoſt : Perhaps the 
Owners of India-men would accept a leſs 
Freight, by The Company agreeing at a cer- 
tain rate per Ton, employed or unemployed. 
But if The Company let their proper India- 
men remain at home unemployed, as 18 now 
the caſe, whilſt they load Cargoes on Stray- 
Ships at a low Freight, They in fact raiſe | 
the general rate of Freight, not only on China 
Ships, with which the Stray-Ships come in 
competition, but on all their Ships wherever 
they go. And when it is remembered that 
the Company's Tonnage, employed this year, 
is 20,1 58 Tons, It will be obvious what kind 
of Saving £15,000 on 1500 Tons of chance 
Shipping will be, when it occaſions an 

E | Increaſe 


ECB 
12 aw. ins 


+= 
8 
7 
of 
a 
4 
1 
U 
L 
1 
+05 
iz? 
'' 
19 
131 
1 
jt 
* 
4 
4 
. 
4 
i 
-+;3 
iti 
10 
0 t 
4 
q 
* 
41 
3: 
. 


# 


On ID 
has os ——— — 
7 * 
— * — 0 


(a6 3 


Increaſe of Freight on 20,158 Tons which 
colt the Owners above half a Million Sterling? 


At the ſame time, the Nature of The 


Company's Trade requires, that their Sales 
ſhould be certain and regular, which cannot 
be the caſe, if their Cargoes are brought 


home on Chance-Ships. 


The Company's Supra-Cargoes cannot 
make any proviſion beforehand for theſe 1500 
Tons, becauſe They muſt be incertain 
whether they will have Ships willing to take 
it on board; Cargoes, bought at the latter 
part of the Seaſon, are bought to moſt diſ- 
advantage;* and the expectation of 1500 Tons 
of extra-Shipping at laſt, will induce the 


Chineſe Merchants to keep up their Goods, 


and operate on the general price of the 


Seaſon. 


= 


There is no proviſion of Stock, ariſing 


from 


* 


2 


* This does not refer to the reſuſe, or accidental remains, 


after all the Ships of the Seaſon are loaded. 


6 
from the Cargoes of thoſe Ships which arrive 
at Canton to be laden home, for there is no 
compulſory Clauſe on them to pay in the 
produce of their Cargoes, though The Com- 
pany engage to receive into their Caſh, for 
Bills on England, whatever Sums may be 
offered; Should the Trade, into the South 
Sea, induce the Spaniards of America to make 
their remittances through that Channel to 
Europe, the Sums offered, might greatly 
ſurpaſs the Company's demands, and there- 
fore there ought to be ſome power of limita- 
tion, for it would tend to diſcourage the 
Export of our own Manufactures and Produce, 
If The Company were obliged to receive more 


money than they wanted to inveſt. 


It cannot be ſuppoſed that all theſe Changes 
are intended to be made, on the bare expec- 
tation of 1500 Tons of increaſed Shipping, 
what then is to become of the Ships beyond 
the firſt 1500 Tons which arrive in China? 
They are not to return into the Atlantic, with 
any Goods the produce or manufacture of 
E 2 Aſia; 


1 
Aſia; are they to return empty ? or are they 
to be freighted by rival Nations ? 


There cannot ſurely be any fo ignorant as 
to imagine, a clandeſtine Trade can be pre- 
vented by Written Laws, where the Smuggler 
is the only Perſon to enforce the Law againſt 

himſelf. 


Theſe Veſſels are not to depart from 
Canton, without a Certificate, from the Eaſt 
India Company's Supra-Cargoes, that there 
are no Goods on board, the growth or produce 
of Aſia, except on account of The Eaſt 
India Company. 


But what means have the Supra-Cargoes 
to aſcertain the Fact? Even admitting that 
theſe Ships are empty, at their departure 
from Canton, what is to prevent them from 
receiving Cargoes, from Chineſe Junks, to 
whom they may appoint a rendevouz, and 
meet, without viſiting any Settlement of the 
Eaſt India Company; in which laſt caſe it 


9 


15 
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is required, their Canton Certificate be en- 
dorſed, by the proper Officer, notifying the 
time of their arrival and departure, and 
certifying that no Goods, the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of Aſia, were on board 
at their departure, except on account of The 
Eaſt India Company. But beſides the Im- 
poſſibility of aſcertaining the fact, without 
unlading the Veſſel, The Officer is required 
before their departure, to aſcertain what was 
to happen; and to encroach on the uncom- 
municative powers of the ALMIGHTY the 
annihilation of Time! by joining the paſt and 
the future / | 


What is to be done? in caſe it ſhould 
ſo happen that The Company's Stock in 
China 1s incompetent to lade their own Ships, 
and theſe 1500 Tons of Chance-Ships; an 
Event which may very poſſibly occur, from 


the Military Expences in India; and the 
number of Ships requiſite to ſend with 
Troops and Stores Are the Company's own 

Ships 


| 
. 
| 


Ships to remain on demurrage ? or to return 


without full Cargoes ? 


As the Veilels navigating, into the Eaſt 
Indian Seas, from the South-Seas, are not 
required to have any licence from, or to be 
in any degree amenable to, The Eaſt India 


Company ; They will not even know who 


are there with this Privilege, or who by the 


Cape of Good Hope, in contradiction to their 
unviolated, or unanihilated rights; And any 
Ships, whatever, may trade where they pleaſe, 
commit what irregularities they pleaſe, and 
bring back Cargoes, obtained from the Chineſe 
Junks, to ſmuggle into Great Britain and 
Ireland; or to carry to what other parts 
of Europe They think proper, to the great 
injury of the Revenue and Commerce of this 
Kingdom, 


The Eaſt India Company engage to debar 
their Country Ships from trading to the 
N. W. Coaſt of America, which is a very 
extraordinary reſtriction ! for as extraordinary 
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a reaſon! becauſe it is alledged they would 
under-trade the Veſſels from Europe: If 
this be true, it will throw the advantage into 
the hands of Foreigners, whom we cannot 
lay under fuch reſtraint. 


There is one Subject more which requires 
attention, and that is the Limits of Fiſhery, 
for Ships ſailing round the Cape of Good 
Hope: In 178.. The Eaſt India Company 
eoncurring, An Act of Parliament permitted 
the Fiſhers to navigate as far to the Eaſt of 
the Cape of Good Hope, as the Longitude 
of 50* E., and as far North as the Equator; 
In this concurrence, I think, the Eaſt India 
Company were very much to blame; becauſe, 
under this pretext, Veſſels may reſort to a 
Port of Rendevouz, to which the Indian 
Veſſels of all deſcriptions may go; and thereby 
thoſe Ships, pretended to be Fiſhers, may 
carry Cargoes for India, and receive other 
Cargoes of Indian produce, to ſmuggle into 
Europe; By the beſt information, I cannot 
learn that any of the Fiſhers have yet navi- 
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gated beyond the Tropic of Capricorn, within 


the Limits of Longitude aſſigned by that Act; 
and as the Propoſitions of The Committee of 
Privy Council went to an Extenſion of the 
Longitude, without limitation, whereby the 
Coaſt of New Holland, &c. was opened to 


their reſearch, I thought it right to propoſe 2 


limitation of the Latitude, to the South of 


the Tropic of Capricorn; by which, the ap- 


prehenſions of an illicit Trade with India, 
would be removed; as the Indian Veſſels 
could not, with ſafety, attempt the Navigation 
of the ſtormy Scas, to the South of that 
Tropic: However the Committee of Privy 
Council, inſtead of confining, propoſed the 
extenſion of the Limit of Latitude, beyond 
the Line to 10 N. Latitude, thereby adding 
to the facility of a Smuggling Trade 
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